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Dionysos in Linear A? 
Lin. A a-ra-ki zu-wa-ni-se : apynic Alovvboin 


Several decades ago, Hellenists (especially researchers of Ancient Greek 
language and religion) were strongly surprised because of the appearance 
of di-wo-nu-so-jo ‘of Dionysus’ in Linear B: prevoiusly the late Thracian 
origin was ascribed to this god. 

Lin. A a-ra-ki zu-wa-ni-se (SY Zb 7, terracotta zoomorphic rhyton from the 
Syme sanctuary) : apynic ‘priestess’ Alovvoin ‘of Dionysos (fem.)’!; zu 
reflects dio (djo). Attested form Aldvugoc corresponds with wa (= a?) in zu- 
wa-ni-se, but it also might be an orthographic convention (because of 
absence of the wo sign). 

Perhaps, Linear A Dionysos reflects the Phrygian element in Minoan 
Crete (cf. Phrygian zemelos ‘earth’ : Semele ‘Dionysos’ mother’). 

Dionysos’ wife was Cretan Ariadne (attested as arakhne ‘spider’ = Ari- 
hagne in Cretan Hieroglyphs), so Minoan roots of the god are not 
surprising. The priestess of Dionysos might be a maenad or a Bacchantess. 


1 Cf. apyic ‘ruler (fem.)’. 


